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1 appreciate the Environmental Quality Board accepting comment on the proposed regulations on 
oil and gas surface activities. 

While the ability to access the Marcellus Shale gas reserves is a recent development across much 
of Pennsylvania, my senatorial district has a long history with the process of exploring and 
producing natural gas. In fact, the very first commercial gas well in the nation was developed in 
my district back in 1878 in Murrysville. 

Here we are, 136 years later, discussing ways to continue to improve the production of this very 
precious natural resource which is not only vital to our local economy, but our national security. 
Over time we've learned to constantly review the manner in which we regulate such an 
important industry to ensure the right balance between appropriately protecting our environment 
and allowing all of us to use this vast God-given natural resource to provide our communities 
with affordable energy, our families with good paying jobs, our landowners with lifestyle 
altering royalties and our nation with energy independence. 

To be clear. 1 recognize all types of development can impact our environment in ways that must 
be considered. In fact, as a member ofthe PENN VEST Board I've been very committed to 
securing hundreds of millions in grant and loan funds for communities throughout my district to 
curtail the discharge of raw sewage into streams and extend public water access to homes and 
businesses. Having secured these investments in an effort to clean up our waterways, the last 
thing Td ever want is to have those efforts washed away by irresponsible production of natural 
gas. 

However, as DEP continues to evolve its regulatory process, it must be sensitive to the 
differences between 'conventional' and 'unconventional' natural gas production. As I stated 
before, this region has experienced natural gas production on a much smaller scale long before 
the advent ofthe Marcellus driven technology of horizontal drilling. As such, I believe any new 
regulations must account for the scale of that production and the resulting overall impact. 
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Much ofthe local production that still occurs in my district is what is universally considered 
'conventional* in nature. The well sites are smaller, the water usage is less, while the 
development costs and overall return on investment margin is diminished. Overbearing fees and 
regulations can quickly make the production of 'conventional' wells much less economical and 
cause the smaller. Pennsylvania owned and operated employers to cease operation. 

While some areas are experiencing a large amount of production in a short timeframe, it should 
not result in new regulations that preclude smaller - mainly Pennsylvania owned operations -
from being able to continue to produce economic opportunities in the district I represent. 

As DEP's proposed regulations continue to evolve, I respectfully urge consideration of fees and 
rules that provide flexibility and take into account the magnitude ofthe production and impact of 
the gas wells to be permitted. The regulation of natural gas exploration should not be conducted 
in a 'one size fits all" manner. 

Sincerely. 

Don White 
Senator. 4 lsl District 
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